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SANTA BARBARA, Calif. — The lawyer for IBF junior middieweight
champion Fernando Vargas says his client was wrongly arrested and did

not assault anyone.

"We are receiving conflicling statements,” Santa
Barbara County sheriff's Sgt. 8ill Tumer said
Tuesday without elaborating.

Vargas and four friends were arrested early
Sunday, accused of beating up Doug Rossi.
Shedff's officials said Rossi stopped a fight
between Vargas and the ex-boyfrend of a woman
the boxer was visiting.

BUT VARGAS' LAWYER, GREGORY MORENQC
said the boxer did not assault Rossi or anyone
else.

Vargas, 21, was visiting a woman at a home in
Summerand about 4 a.m. Sunday when the
unideatified ex-boyfriend amived unannounced to
visit her, Tumer has said.

That man and Vargas argued, then got into a fight.
The brawl was broken up by Rossi, a 23-year-old
bouncer who was visiting the roommate of Vargas'
companion.

Officials said the unidentified man lefl the home
afler the fight ended, but four of Vargas' friends
came to the home an hour later, forced their way
into the room occupied by Rossi and beat him with
some kind of weapon, Tumer said.

Vamas' handlers, however, said he was attackéd
by an uninvited guest in the house.
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by an uninvited guest in the house.
Vargas claims

Get the news as it "Fernando Vargas was in the wrong place at the innocence, sues
happens wrong time," said Rolando Arelfano, the boxer's accuser

co-manager.
Tired of your job?

Catch a career in Vargas is scheduled for arraignment Aug. 23, Turner said. It will fake
sports! several moanths to complete the investigation, which witl include forensic

analysis of golf clubs and a wooden club found at the scene, Turner said.

Vargas, who lives in Oxnard, retained his IBF junior middieweight title July
17 against Raul Marquez for his 17th consecutive victory.

AP NEWS
The Associaled Press News Service

Copyright 1993, The Associated Press, All Rights Reserved

SPOTLIGHT

- Exclusive Hall of Fame Coverage

- Oscar vs. Oba Exclusive Coverage

- Pick the Fighters of the Cenlury

- Holyfield vs. Lewis Exclusive Coverage

- The Legend of the Long Count

- Relive "The Fight” Ali-Frazier |

- Tales of the Tape for Every Heavyweight Champ

Email this slory to a friend:

Index - My SportsLine - Fast Edition - Free Email -
SportsLine Rewards

TOOLS »

Copyright® 1939 Sportsline USA, Inc. All rghts resarved.
CBS “eye davice™ is a registeced trademark of CBS nc.

http://cbs. sportsline.com/u/ce/multi/0%2C1329%2C1213415_ 89%2C00 html 92 1/99



